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ABSTRACT  
 
The aim of this journal article is to carry out a complete analysis of the category, status and pat-
terns of the bases of derivation of Old English affixal nouns. The results of the analysis are dis-
cussed in the light of the evolution from stem-formation to word-formation. The corpus of analy-
sis of this research is based on data retrieved from the lexical database of Old English Nerthus, 
which contains 30170 predicates. 16694 out of these are nouns, of which 4115 are basic and 
12579 qualify as non-basic. Within non-basic nouns there are 3488 affixed nouns (351 by prefixa-
tion and 3137 by suffixation) and 9091 compound nouns. The line of argumentation is that, under 
certain circumstances, the existence of more than one base available for the formation of a deriva-
tive does not reinforce the explanation of invariable bases; on the contrary, it goes in the direction 
of variable bases produced by inflectional processes and made ready for derivation. The following 
conclusions are reached. In the first place, the importance is underlined of formations on stems in 
Old English, involving, at least, nouns. Secondly, the analysis evidences that the importance of 
stem-formation in Old English might be higher than has been acknowledged by previous studies. 
If Old English made extensive use of words as bases of derivation, a single base should be avail-
able; if, on the contrary, Old English is still dependent on stem-formation, more than one base is 
likely to be found for a single derivative. Such alternative bases of derivation reflect stem-
formation that may result from inflectional means and be eventually used for derivational pur-
poses. 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
The derivational morphology of Old English is not only generalized but also 
fairly regular and predictable, as has been put forward by Kastovsky (1992) and 
                                                 
1  This research has been funded by the Ministry of Science and Innovation of Spain through 

the project FFI2008-04448/FILO. 
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Lass (1994).2 As for the generalization of Old English derivation, it can be 
largely attributed to the recursive character of the system (Martín Arista forth-
coming a, b), which often inputs derived bases to morphological processes of 
word-formation. Regarding the regularity and predictability of derivations, the 
system is mainly gradual (affixes are attached in a stepwise manner, in such a 
way that the insertion of an affix requires the attachment of the previous one) 
and clusters around strong verbs and their derivatives, which represent a signifi-
cant part of the lexicon (Hinderling 1967; Seebold 1970; Kastovsky 1992; 
Martín Arista forthcoming c).3 

In spite of the overall transparency of the system, some authors have insisted 
on the difficulty of identifying the bases of some derivatives. Thus, Kärre 
(1915: 11) states: “Often ... suffixes pass over from forming desubstantive agent 
nouns to forming derivative, there existing or arising cases where the derived 
word permits of a double interpretation: as a formation from a substantive or as 
a formation from a verb generally derived from that very substantive”.  

Kastovsky (1986: 243) insists on the same idea: “[-ing was-EGT] originally 
a denominal suffix, it was extended to deverbal derivation via nouns like lēas-
ing, flȳming, where there was a verb (lēasian, flīeman), which was in turn de-
rived from a noun (lēas, flēam), thus allowing a dual connection”. 

Although these authors have already pointed out possible ambiguities when 
establishing the bases of some derivational processes producing nouns in Old 
English, their analyses are partial or their theoretical framework is outdated and 
these ambiguities are treated as mere exceptions. This work aims at filling this 
gap by carrying out a complete analysis of the category, status and patterns of 
the bases of derivation of Old English affixal nouns. The results of the analysis 
are discussed in the light of the evolution from stem-formation to word-
formation identified by Kastovsky (1986, 1989, 1990, 1992, 2005, 2006) and 
Lass (1994). Although I concur with these authors on the fact that the change is 
complete by the end of the Old English period, this article explores the syn-
chronic variation associated with diachronic change from the perspective of the 
bases of derivation. That is, the derivation of Old English affixal nouns is stud-
ied in terms of the evolution from variable base morphology to invariable base 
morphology. In this sense, the difference with Kastovsky’s approach lies in two 
aspects: word-formation processes are central to the discussion, rather than the 
output of such processes; and derivational morphology has pride of place over 
inflectional morphology, which is stressed by Kastovsky, who draws his main 
conclusions by analysing the inflectional paradigm of derivatives. Moreover, 
                                                 
2  For a general description of Old English word-formation units and processes, see Pilch 

(1970) and Kastovsky (1992). 
3  See Martín Arista (forthcoming d) on the existence of parasynthetic formations with type-

frequent Old English affixes, such as ge- and un-. 
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the results are less predictable than those of previous works, because the evolu-
tion from stem-formation to word-formation is a direct consequence of the well-
known processes of the loss of productivity of the strong verbal paradigm and 
the decay and practical disappearance of inflectional morphemes.4 For this rea-
son, to consider the question from the angle of derivational rather than inflec-
tional morphology may turn out a more fruitful undertaking. The line of argu-
mentation is that, under certain circumstances, the existence of more than one 
base available for the formation of a derivative does not reinforce the explana-
tion of invariable bases; on the contrary, it goes in the direction of variable 
bases produced by inflectional processes and made ready for derivation. It 
seems necessary, therefore, to look at the question in detail by examining all the 
lexical categories and affixes involved in the formation of Old English nouns.  

This journal article is organized as follows: section 2 presents the data under 
scrutiny and offers a general assessment of some quantitative aspects of the 
derivational morphology of Old English. Section 3 reports the analysis of the 
input categories, the affixes and the bases of Old English nominal affixation. 
Section 4 discusses the results of the analysis and, to round off, an exhaustive 
list is offered in the appendix of those derived nouns for which more than one 
base may be available. 
 
2. Data 
 
The corpus of analysis of this journal article is based on data retrieved from the 
lexical database of Old English Nerthus (www.nerthusproject.com), which con-
tains 30170 predicates. 16694 out of these are nouns, of which 4115 are basic 
and 12579 non-basic. Within non-basic nouns there are 3488 derived nouns 
(351 by prefixation and 3137 by suffixation) and 9091 compound nouns. The 
genders of the derived nouns are distributed as follows: feminine (2332), mas-
culine (938) and neuter (130), the rest showing more than one gender or being 
ambiguous with respect to this morphological feature. What these figures are 
telling us is, to begin with, that the nominal lexicon of Old English is mainly 
derived: approximately three quarters of the total amount of nominal predicates 
are non-basic. Within these, three quarters are compounds and the other quarter 
consists of affixal nouns. The conclusion that can be drawn from these figures is 
that compounding is much more widespread than affixation for word-formation 
purposes. Considering affixal nouns, suffixation outnumbers prefixation at prac-
tically a ratio of 9 to 1. Overall, there is no doubt that the formation of Old Eng-
lish nouns is mainly the product of compounding and, when it results from af-
fixation, it is clearly suffixal. 
                                                 
4  See Krygier (1994) on the disintegration of the strong verb system. 
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3. Analysis 
 
In the analysis reported below, lexical items have been divided into predicates 
(lexemes) and affixes (derivational morphemes). The inventory of affixes ana-
lysed throughout this research includes the prefixes ā- 1, ā- 2, ǣ-, and-, ante-, 
arce-, be-, ed-, el-, for-, in-, med-, mis-, of-, on-, or-, sam-, sām-, sin-, sub-, tō- 
and un-; and the suffixes -els, -en 1, -en 2, -end, -ere, -estre, -ett, -icge, -incel, -
ing 1, -ing 2, -l, -ling, -ness, -scipe, and -t. The analysis is strictly synchronic. 

Beginning with prefixes, ā- 1 is affixed to 3 derivatives, all the bases of which 
belong to the category Noun. Ā- 2 is involved in the derivation of one predicate 
whose base belongs to the category “other” (which includes minor grammatical 
classes). Ǣ- derives 3 predicates; 2 of these derivatives have nominal bases and 
there is one instance whose base has not been identified. And- is present in the 
derivation of 18 predicates, whose bases are distributed as follows: 16 are nouns 
and 2 have not been identified. Ante- derives 1 noun showing a nominal base. 
Arce- is involved in the derivation of 2 predicates, whose bases are nouns. Be- is 
affixed to 5 derivatives whose bases are nouns, except one instance, in which the 
base has not been identified. Ed- derives 16 predicates; the bases are nouns, ex-
cept one, for which the base has not been identified. El- is involved in the deriva-
tion of 4 predicates, whose bases qualify as nouns. For- derives 11 predicates, all 
of which show nominal bases. In- creates 35 derivatives whose bases are distrib-
uted as follows: 31 are nouns and 4 bases are of unknown category. Med- derives 
one predicate from a noun. Mis- derives 12 predicates, from nouns in all in-
stances. Of- creates 10 derivatives; in 6 cases the base is a noun, whereas the base 
has not been identified for four instances. On- is involved in the creation of 41 
derivatives; 39 of the bases are nouns and 2 are of unknown category. Sam- 1 
takes part in the formation of 3 derivatives, from nouns in all cases. Sām- 2 de-
rives 1 predicate and the base is a noun. Sin- derives 11 predicates; in 10 instances 
the base is a noun and the remaining one the base has not been found. Sub- is 
attached to 1 noun. Tō- derives 19 predicates; the bases are nouns, except one 
instance in which the base has not been identified. Un- is involved in the deriva-
tion of 146 predicates. The bases are distributed as follows: 136 are nouns, 3 are 
adjectives and 7 are unknown. 

The analysis has shown that the bases of derivation of prefixal nouns are 
overwhelmingly nominal, leaving aside the relatively low number of problem-
atic formations (24). Regarding frequency, the following hierarchy of prefix 
type-frequency can be proposed: ā- 2, ante-, med-, sām- 2, sub- (1) < arce- (2) < 
ā- 1, sam- 1 (3) < ǣ-, el- (4) < be- (5) < or- (6) < of- (10) < for-, sin- (11) < mis- 
(12) < ed- (16) < and- (18) < tō- (19) < in- (35) < on- (41) < un- (146). This 
hierarchy ranks the prefix un- as the most type-frequent: leaving aside problem-
atic cases, nearly one half of the derivatives are un-derivatives.5 
                                                 
5  The number conventions adopted by the lexical database of Old English Nerthus to repre-

sent morphological constrast have been kept. The colon represents vowel quantity. 
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Turning to suffixes, the quantitative results can be summarized as follows. 
The suffix -els attaches to 19 derivatives. 12 present one base (1 belongs to 
the category Noun and 11 to the category Verb) and 7 have more than one 
base. -En 1 derives 42 nouns. The bases are distributed as follows: 24 show 
one base (5 are nouns, and 19 are verbs) and 18 present more than one base. -
En 2 derives 12 predicates: all the bases are nouns. -End gives rise to 269 
derivatives and the distribution of the bases runs like this: 174 derivatives 
have one base (1 adjective, 4 nouns and 169 verbs), 91 present more than one 
base and 4 are bases of an unknown category. -Ere derives 218 predicates; 
124 of them have one base (4 adjectives, 29 nouns and 91 verbs), for 89 more 
than one base has been identified, in 4 instances the base has not been identi-
fied, and in one instance the base is hypothetical. -Estre derives 47 predicates 
with the following distribution of bases: 29 derivatives have one base (10 
nouns and 19 verbs), 17 present more than one base and in one instance the 
base has not been identified. -Ett is attached to 16 derived nouns; in 13 cases 
the base belongs to one category (1 adjective, 3 nouns and 9 verbs), in one 
case the base belongs to more than one category and in one case the base is 
unknown. -Icge derives 9 predicates; 7 predicates have one base (3 nouns and 
4 verbs), 1 predicate has more than one base and for one predicate the base 
has not been identified. -Incel is involved in the derivation of 14 nouns whose 
bases are as follows: 12 belong to the category Noun, 1 to the category Verb, 
and in one case the base has not been identified. -Ing 1 derives 18 predicates. 
The distribution of the bases is the following: 11 predicates present one base 
(1 adjective, 6 nouns and 4 verbs) and 7 derivatives have more than one base. 
The suffix -ing 2 derives 898 predicates. With regard to the bases of these 
derivatives the results are the following: 565 present one base (11 adjectives, 
1 adverb, 27 nouns and 526 verbs), 302 show more than one base, 20 bases 
have not been identified and for 11 predicates hypothetical bases have been 
identified. The suffix family -l derives 51 predicates, 37 of which present one 
base (10 nouns and 27 verbs), 13 more than one base and 1 derivative shows a 
base of an unknown category. -Ling derives 36 predicates, the bases of which 
can be described as follows: 19 predicates present one base (6 adjectives, 1 
adverb, 6 nouns and 6 verbs), 14 predicates show more than one base and 3 
bases have not been identified. The suffix -ness derives 1,134 nouns whose 
description in terms of the bases is: 761 present one base (286 adjectives, 3 
adverbs, 56 nouns and 416 verbs), 331 have more than one base, 25 predicates 
have unknown bases and for 17 predicates the base is hypothetical. -Scipe 
appears in 99 nominal derivatives; 81 out of them have one base (27 adjec-
tives, 1 adverb, 52 nouns and 1 verb), 17 present more than one base and in 
one case a hypothetical base has been established. Finally, the suffix family -t 
derives 119 predicates. 80 out of these predicates show one base (34 adjec-
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tives, 5 nouns and 41 verbs), 33 present more than one base and in 6 predi-
cates the base is hypothetical. The hierarchy of type-frequency in Old English 
nominal suffixation is as follows: -icge (9) < -en 2 (12) < -incel (14) < -ett 
(16) < -ing 1 (18) < -els (19) < -ling (36) < -en 1 (42) < -estre (47) < -l (51) < 
-scipe (99) < -t (119) < -ere (218) < -end 269 < -ing 2 (898) < -ness (1,134). 
This hierarchy is telling us that two thirds of the derivatives revolve around 
two affixes: -ing 2 and -ness, the former contributes more than one fourth by 
itself, whereas the latter partakes in one third of the derivatives by itself. 

Unlike prefixes, the bases chosen for the derivation of suffixal nouns are 
heterogenous. Two thirds belong to the category Verb, which clearly outnum-
bers the others as base of suffixed nouns. There are 371 adjectival bases, 241 
nominal and 6 adverbial ones. Another comparison with prefixation is in point 
here. Considering formal transparency and opaqueness, the suffixation of 
nouns is more opaque than prefixation. This is probably due to the fact that 
inflectional and derivational morphemes appear in the postfield of the word, 
whereas inflectional morphemes, with the exception of the verbal prefix ge- 
attached to the past participle of weak verbs, do not take up the word prefield. 
Practically one third of suffixal nouns can be derived from more than one base 
(944 out of 3001), along with the 59 problematic formations that have turned 
up. These aspects raise explanatory questions that are discussed in the next 
section. 
 
4. Discussion 
 
Kastovsky (1987, 1989, 1992) engages in the typological status of Old English 
word-formation and its historical development. For this author, Old English 
word-formation is in transition because three types of derivational pattern co-
exist: root-based, stem-based and word-based derivation. The root-based pattern 
is restricted to derivatives from strong verbs and involves ablaut, which was 
phonologically conditioned (Kastovsky 1968) but has become purely morpho-
logical (Kastovsky 2006) and is no longer operational in word-formation. The 
stem-based pattern is found in weak verbs, strong feminines and weak nouns, 
while masculine and neuter nouns with a-stems, nouns with i-stems, as well as 
the nominal derivatives of both and deadjectival derivatives were word-based 
(Kastovsky 2005, 2006). 

Whereas Kastovsky is more interested in the inflectional class of derivatives, 
thus the result of the application of derivational processes, I have already re-
marked that this study emphasizes the processes and units of derivational mor-
phology. I draw on Giegerich (1999), who has convincingly argued that deriva-
tional morphology must be studied not only from the point of view of deriva-
tives, but also from the perspective of the bases of derivation. The analysis of 
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bases and derivatives is justified, on more theoretical grounds, on a dynamic 
concept of word-formation, in which the processes that derive lexical items 
from other lexical items are central to the organization of the lexicon. More-
over, the properties of these processes, namely recursivity and recategorization 
(Martín Arista 2009), constitute the building blocks of derivational morphology 
and make the fundamental difference with respect to inflectional morphology. 
The units that are inputted to and outputed from derivational processes are also 
under focus because they perform functions in the layered structure of the com-
plex word (Martín Arista 2008).  

The number of affixed nouns for which only one base has been identified is 
2369: 391 of these bases are adjectives, 6 are adverbs, 588 belong to the cate-
gory Noun, 1383 are verbs and 1 belongs to other lexical categories. The cate-
gories to which these bases belong distribute as can be seen in Table 1. The 
figures between brackets are the derivatives that abide to the pattern in question 
with respect to the total: 
 
Table 1. Categorial distribution in multiple-base derivation by affix 
 
Prefixes Categorial distribution Scope 
<on-> N/V (1)  
 N/N/V (1) 
Suffixes   
<-els> N/V (6/7) 
<-en 1> N/V (4/18) 
 V/V (4/18) 
<-end> N/V (59/91) 
<-ere> N/V (75/91) 
<-estre> N/V (14/17) 
<-ett> N/V (2/3) 
<-icge> N/V (1/1) 
<-incel> Adj/N/V (1/1) 
<-ing 1> Adj/N/V (2/7) 
 N/V (2/7) 
 N/N (2/7) 
<-ing 2> N/V (158/302) 
<-l> N/V (9/13) 
<-ling> Adj/N/V (3/14) 
<-ness> Adj/V (139/348) 
<-scipe> Adj/N (14/17) 
<-t> N/V (17/33) 
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Table 1 allows us to draw several conclusions. In the first place, they contrib-
ute to explaining the relationship between transparency and frequency in word 
formation. Opaqueness often arises in frequent patterns, as the existence of 
alternative patterns of derivation with the most frequent affixes demonstrates. 
This has two possible explanations: the quantitative explanation takes the line 
that the more frequent a phenomenon the more likely it is to combine with any 
other phenomenon; and the qualitative one, which points in the direction that, 
given a very frequent morphological process of word-formation, the produc-
tive working of the process in question counterbalances the opaqueness that 
arises from admitting certain inputs, which would, conversely, be rejected by 
less frequent processes. Secondly, there are no prefixal nouns that can be de-
rived from more than one base. On the other hand, practically one third of 
suffixal nouns can be derived from more than one base (944 out of 3001). The 
affixes involved are the following: -icge, -incel (1 instance), -ett (3 instances), 
-els, -ing 1 (7 instances), -l (13 instances), -ling (14 instances), -estre, -scipe 
(17 instances), -en 1 (18 instances), -t (33 instances), -ere (89 instances), -end 
(91 instances), -ing 2 (302 instances) and -ness (348 instances). Focusing on 
the most frequent affixes, there is more than one base available for one third 
of the derivatives with -ing 2 and more than one fourth of -ness derivatives. In 
the third place, the category Verb turns out as the central one in the formation 
of nouns. In each of the patterns in table 1 there is always a verb available. 
This reinforces the status of the verb as the core of Old English word-
formation as well as the importance of inflective verbal stems that achieved 
derivational status. Moreover, it stresses the role played by weak verbs in Old 
English word-formation (typically, the most type-frequent affixes attach to 
weak and strong verbs, whereas the least type-frequent ones attach to strong 
verbs only). And, in the fourth place, there is always a noun available in each 
of the patterns in table 1, except for -ness, which is consistent with the tradi-
tional characterization of variable stem derivational morphology in Old Eng-
lish as based on the duet strong verb-neuter noun (Palmgren 1904; Hinderling 
1967, Martín Arista forthcoming c, e). 

The existence of alternative bases of derivation implies stem-formation, 
which can be accounted for by means of a derivational paradigm. For instance, 
the derivative lygen 1 ‘falsehood’ can be related to the bases lyge 2 (Adj), lyge 1 
(N) and lēogan (V) because other derivatives hold a morphological relationship 
due to the same patterns of derivation at work here: -en nouns derived from 
adjectives, -en nouns derived from other nouns and -en nouns derived from 
strong verbs. Relating the derivative to three bases of derivation that include a 
strong verb and share a consonant sequence is tantamount to saying that the 
strong verb stem is the base of derivation, that is, the derivational paradigm that 
follows in Table 2 can be reconstructed for lēogan on the grounds of morpho-
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logical relatedness, including word-formation proper (productive) and redun-
dancy (recoverable):6 

 
Table 2. The derivational paradigm of lēogan 
 
Nouns 
lygen 1 ‘lie, falsehood’, lygnes ‘falseness’, āðloga 1 ‘perjurer’, lēogere ‘liar, 
false witness; hypocrite’, lyge 1 ‘lie, falsehood’, lygewyrhta ‘liar’, trēowloga 
‘pledge-breaker’, ðēodloga ‘arch-liar’, wǣrloga ‘traitor, liar, devil’, wedloga 
‘violator of agreement, traitor’, wordloga ‘deceiver, liar’, leger ‘lying, illness; 
lair, couch, bed; grave’, lygeword ‘lying word, lie’, lygesearu ‘lying wile, 
trick’, lygespell ‘falsehood’ 
 
Adjectives 
logðer ‘cunning, artful’, lygesynnig ‘lying, false’, lygetorn ‘feigned anger or 
grief’, gelygnod ‘perjured’, unālogen ‘not false, true’, ungelygen ‘not lying, 
true’, unlygen ‘unlying, truthful’, lyge 2 ‘lying, false’, lygen 2 ‘lying, false’ 
 
Strong verbs 
ālēogan ‘to lie, deny, deceive, be false to, leave unfulfilled’, belēogan ‘to de-
ceive by lying; be mistaken’, (ge)lēogan ‘to lie; deceive, belie, betray; be in 
error’, oflēogan ‘to lie, be false’, forlēogan ‘to lie, prejure oneself, slander’ 
 
Weak verbs 
(ge)lygnian ‘to give one the lie’, lygenian ‘to give one the lie’, āloccian ‘to 
entice’, (ge)loccian ‘to attract, entice, soothe’ 
 
A similar case can be made for the derivative strengel ‘ruler’, which can be re-
lated to the bases strang (Adj), strengu (N) and strengan. Ultimately, the base is 
the reference form of the derivational paradigm, which is not verbal, as is the case 
with lēogan, but adjectival, namely strang, motivated by the adjectival prime 
proposed by Heidermanns (1993: 560). This paradigm follows in Table 3: 
 

                                                 
6  On productivity and recoverability in morphology, see Stark (1982). 
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Table 3. The derivational paradigm of strang 
 
Nouns 
 
hēahstrengðu ‘strength’, hildestrengo ‘vigour for battle’, mœgenstrengo ‘great 
might’, merestrengo ‘strength in swimming’, strengð ‘strength, force, vigour; 
ability, superiority; firmness, fortitude; manhood, mature years; violence’, 
strangnes ‘strength, power, force’, (ge)strangung ‘strengthening, quickening, 
nourishing; vigour’, strengu ‘strength, power, vigour, ability; firmness, forti-
tude; virtue’, strengel ‘ruler, chief’, woruldstrengu ‘physical strength’ 
 
Adjectives 
hygestrang ‘brave’, langstrang ‘longanimis’, mœgenstrang ‘of great virtue or 
strength’, medstrang ‘of middle rank’, strang ‘strong, powerful, able, firm, 
bold, brave; constant, resolute, strenuous; strict, severe; arduous; violent’, 
stranghynde ‘strong of hand’, stranglic ‘strong, stout, firm, solid, sound, ro-
bust; severe’, strangmōd ‘resolute’, strenge ‘severe’, strenglic ‘strong, firm’, 
swīðstrang ‘very strong’, ðurhstrang ‘very strong’, unstrang ‘weak, infirm, 
feeble’, unstrenge ‘weak’, wīgstrang ‘mighty in war’, woruldstrang ‘having 
worldly power’, byrðenstrang ‘strong at carrying burdens’, ceorlstrang 
‘strong as a man’, earmstrang ‘strong of arm, muscular’, feohstrang ‘well 
off’, forstrang ‘very strong’, āstrenged ‘malleable’, gestrenged ‘formed, 
made’ 
 
Weak verbs 
(ge)strangian ‘to strengthen, confirm; be strong, prevail; press (after)’, 
gestrengan ‘to strengthen’, œtstrengan ‘to withhold wrongfully’, forðgestran-
gian ‘to make very strong, strengthen much’, āstrengan ‘to strengthen’ 
 
Adverbs 
strange ‘strongly, violently, furiously, severely’, stranglīce ‘strongly, firmly, 
stoutly, boldly, bravely; fiercely, violently’, strenglīce ‘firmly’ 
 
As an illustration of a derivational paradigm of the nominal class, consider the 
derivative hearpere ‘harper’, which is morphologically related to the bases 
hearpe (N) and hearpian (V). The relevant derivational paradigm is hearp, 
given in Table 4: 
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Table 4. The derivational paradigm of hearp 
 
Nouns 
hearpe ‘harp’, hearpenœgl ‘plectrum (instrument for striking the harp)’, hear-
pere ‘harper’, hearpestre ‘(female) harper’, hearpestreng ‘harp-string’, hearp-
sang ‘psalm’, hearpslege ‘plectrum; harp-playing’, hearpswēg ‘sound of the 
harp’, hearpung ‘harping’, wīfhearpe ‘timbrel’, hearplic ‘of a harp’ 
 
Weak verbs 
hearpian ‘to harp’ 
 
To conclude, the line taken in this study of analysing the bases as well as the 
derivational processes of nominal affixation in Old English has stressed the 
importance of formations on stems in Old English, involving, at least, nouns. 
The analysis that has been carried out evidences that the importance of stem-
formation in Old English might be higher than has been acknowledged by pre-
vious studies. My reasoning in this respect is as follows: if Old English made 
extensive use of words as bases of derivation, a single base should be available; 
if, on the contrary, Old English is still dependent on stem-formation, more than 
one base is likely to be found for a single derivative. Such alternative bases of 
derivation reflect stem-formation that may result from inflectional means and be 
eventually used for derivational purposes. 
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APPENDIX 
 

The bases and derivatives of nominal patterns of suffixation 
 
This appendix provides the evidence of nominal patterns of suffixation for 
which more than one base of derivation is available (including the morphologi-
cal classes of the bases). The data have been retrieved form the lexical database 
of Old English Nerthus (www.nerthusproject.com) on June 6, 2009. 
 

-L (13): bind (N)/binde (N)/bindan (V), cyrf (N)/ceorfan (V), hȳpe (N)/hȳpian 
(V), prica (N)/price (N)/prician (V), slege 1 (N)/slēan (V), snǣd 3 
(N)/snǣdan 2 (V), stice (N)/stician (V), stige (N)/stīgan (V), strang 
(Adj)/strengu (N)/strengan (V), swinge (N)/swingan 1 (V), ðersc 
(N)/ðerscan (V), wāð (N)/wāðan (V), wund 2 (Adj)/wund 1 
(N)/wundian (V). 

  
-Els (7): mearc 1 (N)/mearcian (V), price (N)/prica (N)/prician (V), rǣd 1 

(N)/rǣdan (V), rēc (N)/rēcan (V), smeoru (N)/smierwan (V), stice 
(N)/stician (V), wrið (N)/wriðan 1 (V). 

 
-En 1 (18): byge (N)/bycgan (V), fæst (Adj)/fæstian (V)/fæstan (V), fyllan 2 

(V)/feallan (V), gīeme (N)/gīeman (V), hæft 2 (Adj)/hæft 1 (N)/hæftan 
(V), hefe (N)/habban 1 (V), ieldan (V)/ieldian (V), lēasbrēd 2 
(Adj)/lēasbrēd 1 (N), lufu (N)/lufe (N)/lufian (V), lyge 2 (Adj)/lyge 1 
(N)/lēogan (V), myrge 1 (Adj)/myrgan (V), rǣd 1 (N)/rǣdan (V), scield 
1 (N)/scield 2 (N)/scieldan (V), swefan (V)/swefian (V), swīge 2 (Adj)/ 
swīge 1 (N)/swīgan (V), til 1 (Adj)/til 2 (N)/tilian 1 (V)/tilian 2 (V), 
wacan (V)/wacian (V), wēste (Adj)/wēstan (V). 

 
-En 2 (0). 
 
-End (91): andfang (N)/onfōn 2 (V), andfeng 1 (Adj)/andfeng (N)/andfenge 2 

(N)/onfōn 2 (V), ār 3 (N)/ārian (V), bann (N)/bannan (V), bismer 
(N)/bismerian (V), bod (N)/bodian (V), borg (N)/borgian (V), bū 
(N)/būan (V), cēap (N)/cȳpan (V), cost 2 (Adj)/cost 1 (N)/costian (V), 
cwealm (N)/cwielman (V)/cwylmian (V), dǣl (N)/dǣlan (V), drāf 
(N)/drǣfan (V), eaht (N)/eahtian (V)/eahtan (V), eard (N)/eardian (V), 
edlēan (N)/edlēanian (V) (2), ednīwe 1 (Adj)/ednīwan (V), endebyrd 
(N)/endebyrdan (V), feoht (N)/feohte (N)/feohtan 1 (V), feorm 
(N)/feormian 1 (V), frēfer (N)/frēfran (V), frēols 2 (Adj)/frēols 1 
(N)/frēolsian (V), frið (N)/friðu (N)/friðian (V), fultum (N)/fultuman 
(V), gēoc (N)/gēocian (V), gīeme (N)/gīeman (V), gif 2 (N)/giefan (V), 
glīw (N)/glīwian (V), gylt (N)/gyltan (V), hæft 2 (Adj)/hæft 1 
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(N)/hæftan (V), hǣl 3 (Adj)/hǣlu (N)/hǣlan 1 (V), hāl (Adj)/hālgian 
(V), hāls (N)/hālsian 1 (V), heald 1 (N)/healdan (V) (2), help 
(N)/helpan (V), hīw 1 (N)/hīwian 1 (V), hlyste (Adj)/hlyst (N)/hlystan 
(V), lǣn (N)/lǣnan (V), lǣst 1 (N)/lǣstan (V), lufu (N)/lufe (N)/lufian 
(V), met 1 (N)/metan (V), milts (N)/miltsian (V), mund 1 (N)/mundian 
(V), ner (N)/nerian (V), nȳdnimu (N)/nȳdniman (V), ofercyme 
(N)/ofercuman (V), oncnǣwe (Adj)/oncnāwan (V), onrǣs (N)/onrǣsan 
(V), racu (N)/racian (V), rǣd 1 (N)/rǣdan (V), rēaf (N)/rēafian 1 (V), 
rētu (N)/rētan (V), riht 2 (Adj)/riht 1 (N)/rihtan (V), rihtwīs 
(N)/rihtwīsian (V), scield 1 (N)/scield 2 (N)/scieldan (V), sēm 
(N)/sēman 1 (V), sceððu (N)/sceððan (V), secge (N)/secgan (V), sigor 
(N)/sigorian (V), staðol (N)/staðelian (V), stēor 1 (N)/stēore 
(N)/stīeran (V), stīg (N)/stīgan (V), stiht (N)/stihtan (V), strūdan 
(V)/strūdian (V), swefn (N)/swefnian (V), swelg (N)/swelgan (V), synn 
(N)/synnian (V), tǣcnan (V)/tǣcnian (V), tǣl (N)/tǣlan (V), tēon 5 
(N)/tēone (N)/tēon 2 (V)/tēonian (V), tīedre (Adj)/tȳdran (V)/tīdrian 
(V), timbre (N)/timbru (N)/timbrian (V), tintreg (N)/tintregian (V), tō-
scēad (N)/tōscēadan (V), ðeaht 1 (N)/ðeaht 2 (N)/ðeahtian (V), ðearf 2 
(Adj)/ðearf 1 (N)/ðearfan (V)/ðearfian 1 (V), ðēode (N)/ ðēodan (V), 
ðēof 1 (N)/ ðēof 2 (N)/ ðēofian (V), ðrēat (N)/ðrēatian (V), unna 
(N)/unne (N)/unnan (V), weald 3 (Adj)/weald 2 (N)/weald 5 
(N)/wealdan (V)/wealdian (V) (2), wearg 2 (Adj)/wearg 1 (N)/wiergan 
(V), wegu (N)/wegan 1 (V), weorc 1 (N)/wyrce (N)/wyrcan (V), wielde 
1 (Adj)/wielde 2 (Adj)/wield (N)/wieldan (V), wīg 1 (N)/wīgan 
(V)/wīgian (V), winn (N)/winnan 1 (V), wræc 1 (N)/wracu (N)/wrecan 
(V), wund 2 (Adj)/wund 1 (N)/wundian (V). 

 
-Ere (89): ǣt (N)/etan 1 (V), ambiht 1 (N)/ambihtan (V), bæc (N)/bacan (V), 

bæð (N)/baðian (V), bēat (N)/bēatan (V), bīeme (N)/bȳmian (V), 
bīgeng (N)/bīgenge (N)/begangan (V), binde (N)/bindan (V), bisen 
(N)/bisenian (V), blæse (N)/blyse (N)/blysa (N)/blysian (V), blōt 
(N)/blōtan (V), blyse (N)/blysa (N)/blysian (V), bōc (N)/bōcian (V), 
bod (N)/bodian (V), cīd (N)/cīdan (V), cost 1 (N)/costian (V), dǣl 
(N)/dǣlan (V), delf (N)/delfan (V), dīc (N)/dīcian (V), diht 1 (N)/dihtan 
(V), dōm (N)/dōmian (V), drinc (N)/drince (N)/drincan (V), eaht 
(N)/eahtian (V)/eahtan (V), eard (N)/eardian (V), egðe (N)/egðan (V), 
ēht 1 (N)/ēhtan 1 (V), feoht (N)/feohtan 1 (V), feorm (N)/feormian 1 
(V), fisc (N)/fiscian (V), fleard (N)/fleardian (V), forebod 
(N)/forebodian (V), fugel (N)/fuglian (V), glīw (N)/glīwian (V), græf 1 
(N)/grafan (V), grind (N)/grindan (V), hāls (N)/ hālsian 1 (V), hearpe 
(N)/hearpian (V), hearg (N)/hergian (V), hīw 1 (N)/hīwian 1 (V), hlōð 
(N)/hlōðian (V), hlyst (N)/hlystan (V), hord (N)/hordian (V), hwistle 
(N)/hwistlian (V), lǣn 1 (N)/lǣnan (V), lēas 2 (N)/lēasian (V), mæsse 
(N)/mæssian 1 (V), mæðel (N)/mæðelian (V), mang (N)/mangian (V), 
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mearc 2 (N)/mearcian (V), mynet (N)/mynetian (V), nōt (N)/nōtian 2 
(V), pīle (N)/pīlian (V), pīn (N)/pīnian (V), pīpe (N)/pīpian (V), plegan 
(V)/plegian (V), pliht (N)/plihtan (V), rǣd 3 (N)/rǣdan (V), rēaf 
(N)/rēafian 1 (V), riht 1 (N)/rihtan (V), rīm (N)/rīman (V), rīp 
(N)/rīpan 1 (V)/rīpian (V), rūn (N)/rūnian (V), sǣd (N)/sǣdian (V), sǣt 
(N)/sǣtian (V), sang (N)/singan (V), scield 1 (N)/scield 2 (N)/scieldan 
(V), scip (N)/scipian (V), scōh (N)/scōgan (V), sealt 1 (N)/sealtan (V), 
slǣp 1 (N)/slǣpan (V), stam (Adj)/stamerian (V), stēor 1 (N)/stēore 
(N)/stīeran (V), stiht (N)/stihtan (V), strūdan (V)/strūdian (V), swinge 
(N)/swingan 1, tæfl (N)/tæflan (V), tǣl (N)/tǣlan (V), tæppa 
(N)/tæppian (V), tēon 5 (N)/tēone (N)/ tēon 2 (V)/tēonian (V), traht 
(N)/trahtian (V), ðeaht 1 (N)/ðeaht 2 (N)/ðeahtian (V), ðing (N)/ðinge 
(N)/ðingian (V), wealc (N)/wealcan (V), weard 1 (N)/weard 2 
(N)/weardian (V), weorp (N)/weorpan 1 (V), wigle (N)/wiglian (V), 
wlātian (V)/wlītan (V), wraxl (N)/wraxlian (V), wudu (N)/wudian (V). 

 
-Estre (17): bæc (N)/bacan (V), bīgeng (N)/begangan (V), forgifu (N)/forgiefan 

(V), fultum (N)/fultuman (V), giefu (N)/giefan (V), hǣl 3 (Adj.)/hǣlan 1 
(V), hearpe (N)/hearpian (V), hord (N)/hordian (V), lufe (N)/lufu 
(N)/lufian (V), plega (N)/ plegian (V), rǣd 3 (N)/rǣdan (V), sang 
(N)/singan (V), tæppa (N)/tæppian (V), telg (N)/telgian (V), ðegn 
(N)/ðegnian (V), ðing (N)/ðingian (V)/ðingan 3 (V), wæsc 1 
(N)/wascan (V). 

 
-Ett (3): græf 1 (N)/grafan (V), slege (N)/slēan 1 (V), ðicce 1 (Adj)/ðiccian (V). 
 
-Icge (1): synn (N)/synnian (V). 
 
-Incel (1): hæft 2 (Adj)/hæft 1 (N)/hæftan (V). 
 
-Ing 1 (7): æðele 1 (Adj)/æðelu (N)/æðelian (V), earm (Adj)/earmian (V), he-

ard 1 (Adj)/heard 2 (N)/heardian (V), hōr (N)/hōre (N), nīð (N)/nīðan 
(V), sacc (N)/sæcc 2 (N), wæsc 1 (N)/wascan (V). 

 
-Ing 2 (302): ādl (N)/ādle (N)/ādlian (V), ǣblǣce (Adj)/ǣblǣcan (V), ǣf-

engereord (N)/ǣfengereordian (V), ælfremed 1 (Adj)/ælfremed 2 (Adj), 
ǣrende (N)/ǣrendian (V), ærnan 1 (V)/ærnan 2 (V), ǣswic 1 
(N)/ǣswician (V), ǣt (N)/etan 1 (V), āgnett (N)/āgnettan (V), anbid 
(N)/anbidian (V), andwyrde (N)/andwyrdan 1 (V), ār 3 (N)/ārian (V), 
ārweorð (Adj)/ārweorðian (V), bǣte (N)/bǣtan 1 (V), bæð (N)/baðian 
(V), bedd (N)/beddian (V), bēot (N)/bēotian 1 (V), bescieran 
(V)/bescierian (V), bīd (N)/bīdan (V), bind (N)/binde (N)/bindan (V), 
birg (N)/birgan (V), bisceop (N)/bisceopian (V), bisen (N)/bisenian 
(V), bisgu (N)/bisgian (V), bismer (N)/bismerian (V), blāc 
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(Adj)/blācian (V), bliss (N)/blissian (V), blōt (N)/blōtan (V), bōc 
(N)/bōcian (V), bod (N)/bodian (V)/bēodan (V), brǣd 1 (N)/brǣde 
(N)/brǣdu (N)/brǣdan (V), brastl (N)/brastlian (V), breahtm 1 
(N)/breahtmian (V), brēotan (V)/brȳtan 2 (V), broc (N)/brocian (V), 
bū (N)/būan (V), bytlu (N)/bytlan (V), camp 1 (N)/campian (V), cēap 
(N)/cēapian (V), cēap (N)/cȳpan (V), cīd (N)/cīdan (V), cierr 
(N)/cierran (V), clāwan (V)/clāwian (V), clypp (N)/clyppan (V), cnēow 
(N)/cnēowian (V), cost 2 (Adj)/cost 1 (N)/costian (V), curs (N)/cursian 
(V), cwealm (N)/ cwielman (V)/cwylmian (V), cwēme (Adj)/cwēman 
(V), dǣl (N)/dǣlan (V), dēag (N)/dēagian (V), dēaw 2 (Adj)/dēaw 1 
(N), delf (N)/delfan (V), dīc (N)/dīcian (V), drēopan (V)/drēopian (V), 
dung 2 (Adj)/dyngan (V), dwol (Adj)/dwolian (V), eaht (N)/eahtian 
(V), eaht (N)/eahtan (V)/eahtian (V), eald (Adj)/ealdian (V), eard 
(N)/eardian (V), ebba (N)/ebbian (V), ecg (N)/ecgan (V), edlēan 
(N)/edlēanian (V), ednīwe 1 (Adj)/ednīwian (V), efenhlēoðor 
(N)/efenhlēoðrian (V), ēht 1 (N)/ōht 1 (N)/ēhtan 1 (V), elðēodige 
(Adj)/elðēod (N)/elðēodgian 1 (V), ende (N)/endian (V), fægn 
(Adj)/fægnian (V), fæst (Adj)/fæstan (V)/fæstian (V), fāg 1 (Adj)/fāgian 
(V), fandian (V)/findan (V), fēg (N)/fēgan 1 (V), feorm (N)/feormian 2 
(V), feorr 1 (Adj)/feorrian (V)/feorran (V), fēðe (Adj)/fēðan (V), fic 
(N)/fician (V), fierd (N)/fyrdian (V), flīeme (Adj)/flīeman (V), forebod 
(N)/forebodian (V), forgifu (N)/forgiefan (V), forht (Adj)/forhto 
(N)/forhtian (V), forlǣtu (N)/forlǣtan (V), forsceap (N)/forscieppan 
(V), frēfer (N)/frēfran (V), fregen (N)/frignan (V)/frægnian (V), freme 
(Adj)/fremu (N)/fremian (V), frēols 2 (Adj)/frēols 1 (N)/frēolsian (V), 
fugel (N)/fuglian (V), fyllo (N)/fyllan 1 (V), gadere (Adj)/gaderian 
(V)/gadrian (V), gamen (N)/gamenian (V), gearwe 2 (N)/gierwan (V), 
georn (Adj)/geornan (V)/giernan (V), giedd (N)/gieddian (V), gielp 
(N)/gielpan (V), gīeme (N)/gīeman (V), giest (N)/giestian (V) (2), gif 2 
(N)/giefan (V), ginn (Adj)/gin 1 (N)/ginian (V), glīw (N)/glīwian (V), 
gnorn 1 (Adj)/gnorn 2 (N)/gnornian (V), gōd 1 (Adj)/beterian (V), 
grorn 2 (Adj)/grorn 1 (N)/grornian (V), grāp (N)/grāpian (V), gylt 
(N)/gyltan (V), habban 1 (V)/habban 2 (V), hād (N)/ hādian (V), hæft 2 
(Adj)/hæft 1 (N)/hæftan (V) (2), hǣl 3 (Adj)/hǣlu (N)/hǣlan (V), hǣte 
(N)/hǣtu (N)/hǣtan (V) (2), hāl (Adj)/hālgian (V), hāls (N)/hālsian 1 
(V)/hālsian 2 (V), handle (N)/handlian (V), hār 1 (Adj)/hārian (V), hāt 
1 (Adj)/hāt 2 (N)/hātian (V), heald 1 (N)/healdan (V), hēap 
(N)/hēapian (V), heard 1 (Adj)/heard 2 (N)/heardian (V), hearpe 
(N)/hearpian (V), hele (N)/helian (V)/helan (V), hēof (N)/hēofan 
(V)/hēofian (V), heolor (N)/heolorian (V), heolstor 2 (Adj)/heolstor 1 
(N), hielde (N)/hieldan (V), hierste (N)/hierstan (V), hīw 1 (N)/hīwian 
1 (V) (2), hlæst (N)/hlæstan (V), hlēoðor 2 (Adj)/hlēoðor 1 
(N)/hlēoðrian (V), hlēow 1 (Adj)/hlēowan (V), hlȳd (N)/hlȳdan (V), 
hlyste (Adj)/hlyst (N)/hlystan (V), hoga 1 (Adj)/hoga 2 (N)/hogu 
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(N)/hogian (V), hol 1 (Adj)/hol 2 (N)/holian 1 (V), hræd (Adj)/hradian 
(V), hrið (N)/hriðian (V), hwistle (N)/hwistlian (V), hwata 1 (N)/hwatu 
(N)/hwata 2 (N), hwearf 2 (N)/hwearfian (V)/hwierfan 1 (V)/hweorfan 
(V), hyht (N)/hyhtan (V) (2), ieldian (V)/ieldan (V), īeðe 2 (Adj)/īeðan 
(V), inn 1 (N)/innian (V), lād 1 (N)/lādian (V), latu 1 (N)/latian (V), 
lēas 3 (Adj)/lēas 2 (N)/lēasian (V), lēoht 1 (N)/līhtan 1 (V), lēoht 2 
(N)/līhtan 2 (V), lēoðuwāc (N)/lēoðuwācian (V), līget (N)/līgetu (N), 
līm (N)/līman (V), līðe 1 (Adj)/līðan 3 (V)/līðigian (V), lof (N)/lofian 
(V), lor (N)/losian (V), lufu (N)/lufe (N)/lufian (V), lustful 1 
(Adj)/lustful 2 (Adj)/lustfullian (V), mǣne 1 (Adj)/mǣne 2 (N), mǣre 3 
(N)/mǣran 2 (V), mæsse (N)/mæssian 1 (V), mǣð 1 (N)/mǣðian (V), 
mang (N)/mangian (V), martir (N)/martyrian (V), maðel (N)/maðelian 
(V), mearc 1 (N)/mearcian (V) (2), medeme (Adj)/medemian (V), meld 
(N)/meldan (V)/meldian (V), meltan 1 (V)/mieltan (V), micga 
(N)/mīgan (V), milts (N)/miltsian (V) (2), mun (Adj)/munan (V), murc 
(Adj)/murcian (V), nǣm (N)/nǣman (V), ner (N)/nerian (V), nīwe 1 
(Adj)/nīwian (V), nȳdnimu (N)/nȳdniman (V), nyhtsum 1 
(Adj)/nyhtsumian (V), nytt 2 (Adj)/nytt 2 (N)/nyttian (V), ofest 
(N)/ofestan (V), onbryrd (Adj)/onbryrdan (V), oncnǣwe 
(Adj)/oncnǣwan (V), oncunnan (V)/ācunnan (V), open (Adj)/openian 
(V), pīc (N)/pīcian (V), pīn (N)/pīnian (V), plante (N)/plantian (V), 
prica (N)/price (N)/prician (V), prūd (Adj)/prūtian (V), rǣcan 1 
(V)/rǣcan 2 (V), rǣd 3 (N)/rǣdan (V), rār (N)/rārian (V), rēaf 
(N)/rēafian (V), rēon (N)/rēonian (V), reord 2 (N)/reordian 2 (V)/ re-
ordan (V), riht 2 (Adj)/riht 1 (N)/rihtan (V), rīpe (Adj)/rīp (N)/rīpan 1 
(V)/rīpian (V), rūn (N)/rūnian (V), sǣt (N)/sǣte 2 (N)/sǣtian (V), sca-
mu (N)/scamian (V), sceaðu (N)/ sceaðan (V)/sceaðian (V), scield 1 
(N)/scield 2 (N)/scieldan (V), scōh (N)/scōgan (V), scort (Adj)/scyrtan 
(V), scot (N)/scotian (V)/scēotan (V), scrēad (N)/scrēadian (V), scyldig 
(Adj)/scyldigian (V), segl 1 (N)/seglian 1 (V), segn (N)/segnian (V), 
setl 1 (N)/setlan (V), sibsum (Adj)/sibsumian (V), sīd (Adj)/sīdian (V), 
sidu (N)/sidian (V), snǣd 3 (N)/snǣdan 2 (V), sorg (N)/sorgian (V), 
spātl (N)/spātlian (V), spell (N)/spellian (V), sprǣdan 1 (V)/sprǣdan 2 
(V), staca (N)/stacan (V), stalu (N)/stalian 2 (V), staðol (N)/staðelian 
(V), stēam (N)/stīeman (V), stefn 2 (N)/stefnan 1 (V)/stefnian (V), stice 
(N)/stician (V), stiht (N)/stihtan (V), strang (Adj)/strangian (V), strū-
dan (V)/strūdian (V), sweart (Adj)/sweartian (V), swēge (Adj)/swēg 
(N)/swēgan (V), swell (N)/swellan (V), sweotol (Adj)/sweotolian (V), 
swīge 2 (Adj)/swīge 1 (N)/swīgian (V), tācn (N)/tācnian (V), tæfl 
(N)/tæflan (V), tǣl (N)/tǣlan (V), teld (N)/teldan (V), telg (N)/telgan 
(V), tēoða (Adj)/tēoðian (V), tīedre (Adj)/tȳdran (V)/tīdrian (V), til 1 
(Adj)/til 2 (N)/tilian 1 (V)/tilian 2 (V), timbre (N)/timbru (N)/timbran 
(V), tintreg (N)/tintregian (V), tog (N)/tēon 1 (V)/togian 2 (V), twēon 2 
(N)/twēon 1 (V)/twēonian (V), ðafa 2 (Adj)/ðafian (V), ðanc 1 
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(N)/ðancian (V), ðeaht 1 (N)/ðeaht 2 (N)/ðeahtian (V), ðegn 
(N)/ðegnian (V) (2), ðēof 2 (N)/ ðēof 1 (N)/ ðēofian (V), ðēostre (N)/ 
ðēostru (N)/ ðēostrian (V), ðersc (N)/ ðerscan (V), ðing (N)/ ðinge (N)/ 
ðingan 3 (V)/ ðingian (V), ðōht (N)/ ðencan 1 (V), ðrafu (N)/ ðrafian 
(V), ðrēat (N)/ ðrēatian (V), ðun (N)/ ðunian (V), ðwǣre 
(Adj)/ðwǣrian (V), ðynne (Adj)/ðynnian (V), ðyrel 2 (Adj)/ðyrel 1 (N), 
ungemete 1 (Adj)/ungemete 2 (N), unweorð 1 (Adj)/unweorðian (V), 
wacan (V)/wacian (V), wǣdl (N)/wǣdlian (V), wǣt 1 (Adj)/wǣt 2 
(N)/wǣte (N)/wǣta (N)/wǣtan (V)/wǣtian (V), wæter (N)/wæterian 
(V), wan 1 (Adj)/wanian (V), wand 3 (N)/wandian (V), wearg 2 
(Adj)/wearg 1 (N)/wiergan (V) (2), wearm (Adj)/wyrman (V), wedd 
(N)/weddian (V), wēde 1 (Adj)/wēde 3 (N)/wēd 1 (N)/wēdan (V), weder 
1 (N)/wederian (V), wēn 1 (N)/wēnan (V), wēod (N)/wēodian (V), we-
orc 1 (N)/wyrce (N)/wyrcan (V), weorð 2 (Adj)/weorð 1 (N)/weorðan 
(V)/weorðian (V), wīc (N)/wīcian (V), wicce (N)/wicca 1 (N)/wiccian 
(V), wielde 1 (Adj)/wielde 2 (Adj)/wield (N)/wieldan (V), wīf 
(N)/wīfian (V), wigle (N)/wiglian (V), will 3 (N)/willan (V)/willian (V), 
winde (Adj)/wind 2 (N)/windan (V), wiðer 2 (Adj)/wiðerian (V), 
wiðerwinn (N)/wiðerwinnan (V), wlātian (V)/wlātan (V), wraxl 
(N)/wraxlian (V), wrixl 1 (N)/wrixl 2 (N)/wrixlan (V), wudu 
(N)/wudian (V), wyrt (N)/wyrtian (V), yppe 2 (Adj)/yppan (V). 

 
-Ling (14): dēore 1 (Adj)/dēoran (V), feoht (N)/feohte (N)/feohtan 1 (V), hæft 2 

(Adj)/hæft 1 (N)/hæftan (V), hæftnīed (N)/hæftnīedan (V), hwīt 1 
(Adj)/hwīt 2 (N)/hwītan (V)/hwītian (V), hȳr (N)/hīeran 1 (V)/hȳrian 
(V), nīed 1 (N)/nīedan (V), sibb 2 (Adj)/sibb 1 (N)/sibbian (V), swīge 2 
(Adj)/swīge 1 (N)/swīgian (V), swing 1 (N)/swingan 1 (V), ðeorf 2 
(Adj)/ðeorf 1 (N), ðēowot (N)/ ðēowtian (V), ðrīst 1 (Adj)/ðrīstian (V), 
wiðer (Adv)/wiðerian (V). 

 
-Ness (348): ābroðen (Adj)/abrēoðan (V), ǣblǣce (Adj)/āblǣcan (V), ǣbylg 

(N)/ābylgan (V), æfterfylgend (N)/æfterfolgian (V), ǣhīwe (Adj)/ǣhīw 
(N), ǣlenge 1 (Adj)/ǣlenge 2 (N), ælmihtig 1 (Adj)/ælmihtig 2 (N), æp-
sen 1 (Adj)/æpsen 2 (N), ǣswic 1 (N)/ǣswician (V), ǣt (N)/etan 1 (V), 
æðele 1 (Adj)/æðelu (N)/æðelian (V), ǣðryt 1 (Adj)/ ǣðryt 2 
(N)/āðrēotan (V), ǣðryt 1 (Adj)/ ǣðryt 2 (N)/āðrīetan (V), ǣwisc 2 
(Adj)/ ǣwisc 1 (N), āgen 1 (Adj)/āgen 2 (N)/āgan 1 (V), ālēfian 
(V)/ālīefan (V), ālīesend (N)/ālīesan (V), ambiht 1 (N)/ambiht 2 (N), ān 
1 (Adj)/ānian (V), andfenge 1 (Adj)/andfenge 2 (N)/andfeng (N)/onfōn 
(V), andweard (Adj)/andweardian (V), anginn (N)/onginnan (V), ang-
sum (Adj)/angsumian (V), ārǣd 2 (Adj)/ārǣd 1 (N)/ārǣdan (V), ārfæst 
(Adj)/ārfæstian (V), ārweorð (Adj)/ārweorðian (V), āsolcen 
(Adj)/āseolcan (V), bǣre (Adj)/bǣrian (V), beald (Adj)/bealdian (V), 
begang (N)/begangan (V), behogod (Adj)/behogian (V), belg 2 
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(N)/belgan (V), beorht 1 (Adj)/beorht 2 (N)/beorhtian (V)/bierhtan (V), 
bescēawod (Adj)/bescēawian (V), bīgeng (N)/bīgenge (N)/begangan 
(V), birg (N)/birgan (V), bisig (Adj)/bisgu (N), bismer (N)/bismerian 
(V), biter (Adj)/biterian (V), blēd 1 (N)/blēdan (V), blind 
(Adj)/blindian (V), blinn (N)/blinnan (V), blīð 1 (Adj)/blīðe 1 
(Adj)/blīðian (V), brād 1 (Adj)/brād 2 (N)/brādian (V), ceald 1 
(Adj)/ceald 2 (N)/cealdian (V), clypp (N)/clyppan (V), cnǣwe 
(Adj)/cnāwan (V), cōl (Adj)/calan (V)/cōlian (V), coren (Adj)/cēosan 
(V), cost 2 (Adj)/costian (V), crīsten 1 (Adj)/crīsten 2 (N)/crīstnian (V), 
crypel 2 (Adj)/crypel 1 (N), cumlīð (Adj)/cumlīðian (V), cūð 
(Adj)/cūðian (V), cwealmbre (Adj)/cwealmbǣran (V), cwēme 
(Adj)/cwēman (V), cynde (Adj)/cynd (N), cyrten 1 (Adj)/cyrten 2 (N), 
dǣl (N)/dǣlan (V), dafen 2 (Adj)/dafenian (V), dēop 1 (Adj)/dēop 2 
(N)/dēopian (V), deorc (Adj)/deorcian (V), deorf (N)/deorfan (V), dīe-
gol 1 (Adj)/dīegol 2 (N), dimm (Adj)/dimmian (V), drēorig 
(Adj)/drēorigian (V), druncen 2 (Adj)/druncen 1 (N)/drincan (V), 
drýge (Adj)/drýgan (V), dwǣs 1 (Adj)/dwǣs 2 (N)/dwǣsian (V), dyrstig 
(Adj)/dyrstigian (V), dysig 1 (Adj)/dysig 2 (N)/dysig 3 (N)/ dysigian 
(V)/dysian (V), ēad (N)/ēadan (V), ēadig (Adj)/ēadigan (V), eald 
(Adj)/ealdian (V), earfoðe 2 (Adj)/earfoðe 1 (N)/earfoðian (V), earg 
(Adj)/eargian (V), ēaðe 1 (Adj)/ēaðe 2 (N), ēaðmōd (Adj)/ēaðmōdian 1 
(V), efenlic (Adj)/efenlician (V), ēht 1 (N)/ōht (N)/ēhtan 1 (V), ellen-
wōd (Adj)/ellenwōd 1 (N)/ellenwōdian (V), endebyrd (N)/endebyrdan 
(V), enge 1 (Adj)/angian (V), ēst (N)/ēstan (V), fægen (Adj)/fægnian 
(V), fæger 1 (Adj)/fæger 2 (N), fær 2 (N)/faran 1 (V), fæst 
(Adj)/fæstian (V)/fæstan (V), fǣtt 1 (Adj)/fǣttian (V), fāg 1 
(Adj)/fāgian (V), feaxe (Adj)/feax (N), fēg (N)/fēgan 1 (V), fēle 
(Adj)/fēlan (V), feng (N)/fōn (V), feorr 1 (Adj)/feorrian (V)/feorran 
(V), fiell (N)/feallan (V), fiell (N)/fyllan 2 (V), forgniden 
(Adj)/forgnīdan (V), forhæfed (Adj)/forhabban (V), forht (Adj)/forhto 
(N)/forhtian (V), forsworen (Adj)/forswerian (V), fortogen 
(Adj)/fortēon (V), forðrǣsted (Adj)/foðrǣstan (V), forwriten 
(Adj)/forewrītan (V), fracoð 1 (Adj)/fracoð 2 (N), fræfel 2 (Adj)/fræfel 
1 (N)/fræfelian (V), fram 3 (Adj)/framian 2 (V), frec (Adj/frecian (V), 
frēfer (N)/frēfran (V), frēo 1 (Adj)/frēo 4 (N), fūl 1 (Adj)/fūl 2 
(N)/fūlian (V), full 1 (Adj)/fullian (V), fullfremed (Adj)/fullfremman 
(V), fyllo (N)/fyllan 1 (V), fyrht (Adj)/fyrhto (N)/fyrhtan (V), fyrwit 2 
(Adj)/ fyrwit 1 (N), gāl 2 (Adj)/gāl 1 (N)/gālian (V), georn 
(Adj)/geornan (V)/giernan (V), gicce (N)/giccan (V), gielp (N)/gielpan 
(V), gīemelēas (Adj)/gīemelēasian (V), gīemen (N)/gīeme (N)/gīeman 
(V), gif 2 (N)/giefan (V), glæd 1 (Adj)/glæd 2 (N), gleng (N)/glengan 
(V), gōd 1 (Adj)/gōd 2 (N)/gōdian (V), grēat (Adj)/grēatian (V), grēne 
1 (Adj)/grēne 2 (N)/grēnian (V), grimm (Adj)/grimman (V), hæftnīed 
(N)/hæftnīedan (V), hǣl 3 (Adj)/hǣlu (N)/hǣlan 1 (V), hǣled 
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(Adj)/hǣlan 1 (V), hǣðen 1 (Adj)/hǣðen 2 (N), hagosteald 1 
(Adj)/hagosteald 2 (N)/hagosteald 3 (N), hāl (Adj)/hālian (V), hālig 1 
(Adj)/hālig 2 (N)/hāligan 1 (V), hār (Adj)/hārian (V), hās (Adj)/hāsian 
(V), hāt 1 (Adj)/hāt 2 (N)/hātian (V), hātheort 2 (Adj)/hātheort 1 (N), 
hēah 1 (Adj)/hēan 3 (V), heald 1 (N)/healdan (V), heard 1 (Adj)/heard 
2 (N)/heardian (V), hefig (Adj)/hefigian (V), hende 1 (Adj)/hendan (V), 
hīene (Adj)/hīenan (V), hīersum (Adj)/hīersumian (V), hīw 1 
(N)/hīwian 1 (V), hlǣne (Adj)/hlǣnan 1 (V)/hlǣnan 2 (V), hlēow 
(Adj)/hlēowan (V), hnesce 1 (Adj)/hnesce 2 (N)/hnescian (V)/hnescan 
(V), hol 1 (Adj)/hol 2 (N)/holian 1 (V), hrēaw 1 (Adj)/hrēawan (V), 
hrēof 1 (Adj)/hrēof 2 (N), hrēoh 1 (Adj)/hrēoh 2 (N), hrēow 2 
(Adj)/hrēow 1 (N)/hrēowan (V)/hrēowian (V), hrīne (N)/hrīnan (V), 
hweorfan (V)/hwierfan 1 (V)/hwearfian (V), hwīt 1 (Adj)/hwīte 
(Adj)/hwīt 2 (N)/hwītian (V)/hwītan (V), īdel 1 (Adj)/īdel 2 (N), ierre 1 
(Adj)/ierre 2 (N) (2), īeðe 2 (Adj)/īeðan (V), lǣred (Adj)/lǣran (V), lē-
af (N)/lēafe (N), lēas 3 (Adj)/lēas 2 (N)/lēasian (V), lēasbrēd 1 
(Adj)/lēasbrēd 2 (N), lēoht 1 (Adj)/lēoht 2 (N)/līhtan 2 (V), līorende 
(Adj)/lēoran (V), līc 1 (Adj)/līc 2 (N)/līcian 2 (V), līðe 1 (Adj)/līðan 3 
(V)/līðgian (V), lustful 1 (Adj)/lustful 2 (Adj)/lustfullian (V), lyge 2 
(Adj)/lyge 1 (N)/lēogan (V), ly̅tel 1 (Adj)/ ly̅tel 3 (N), lytig 
(Adj)/lytigian (V), mæc (Adj)/mecgan (V), mǣne 1 (Adj)/mǣne 2 (N), 
mǣre 1 (Adj)/mǣran 1 (V)/mǣrian (V), manigfeald 
(Adj)/manigfealdan (V)/manigfealdian (V), manðwǣre 
(Adj)/manðwǣrian (V), medeme (Adj)/medemian (V), medmicel 1 
(Adj)/medmicel 2 (N), mennisc 1 (Adj)/mennisc 2 (N), met 2 (Adj)/met 
1 (N)/metan (V)/metian 2 (V), metfæst (Adj)/metfæstan (V), mēðe 
(Adj)/mēðian (V), micel 1 (Adj)/micelu (N)/micellan (V), midd 
(Adj)/midde 1 (Adj)/midde 2 (N), midfeorh 2 (Adj)/midfeorh 1 (N), 
milde (Adj)/mildian (V), mislīc (Adj)/mislīcian (V), mōd 2 (Adj)/mōd 1 
(N), mōdig (Adj)/mōdigan (V), mōdsum (Adj)/mōdsumian (V), mund-
byrd (N)/mundbyrdan (V), myrge 1 (Adj)/myrgan (V), nacod 1 
(Adj)/nacod 2 (N)/næcedu (N), nāht 2 (Adj)/nāht 1 (N)/nāgan (V), nē-
ah 1 (Adj)/nēahian (V), nearu 2 (Adj)/nearu 1 (N), nēed 1 (N)/nēod 1 
(N)/nīedan (V), nīedðearf 2 (Adj)/nīedðearf 1 (N), nīwe 1 (Adj)/nīwian 
(V), nyhtsum (Adj)/nyhtsumian (V), nytt 1 (Adj)/nytt 2 (Adj)/nyttian 
(V), oferdruncen 2 (Adj)/oferdruncen 1 (N)/oferdrincan (V), oferflēde 
(Adj)/oferflēdan (V), oferflōwend (Adj)/oferflōwan (V), oferfyll 
(N)/oferfyllan (V), ofergitol (Adj)/ofergitolian (V), oferhygd 2 
(Adj)/oferhygd 1 (N), ofermōd 2 (Adj)/ofermōd 1 (N), onbryrd 
(Adj)/onbryrdan (V), onfunden (Adj)/onfindan (V), ongelīc 1 
(Adj)/onlīcian (V), onweald 2 (Adj)/onweald 1 (N)/onwealdian (V), 
open (Adj)/openian (V), orwēne (Adj)/orwēnian (V), pīn (N)/pīnan (V), 
rǣd (N)/rǣdan (V), rēad (N)/rēadian (V), rēcelēas (Adj)/rēcelēasian 
(V), recen (Adj)/recenian (V), reord 2 (N)/reordian (V)/reordan (V), 
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rēðe (Adj)/rēðian (V), riht 2 (Adj)/riht 1 (N)/rihtan (V) (2), rīhtwīs 
(Adj)/rīhtwīsian (V), rīpe (Adj)/rīp (N)/rīpan (V)/rīpian (V), risne 2 
(Adj)/risne 1 (N)/risnian (V), rūm 1 (Adj)/rūm 2 (N)/rūmmian (V), sār 
2 (Adj)/sār 1 (N)/sārian (V), sceððu (N)/sceððan (V), scield 1 
(N)/scield 2 (N)/scieldan (V), scīnan 1 (V)/scīnan 2 (V), scort 
(Adj)/scortian (V), screncan 1 (V)/screncan 2 (V), scrēpe 2 
(Adj)/scrēpe 1 (N), scyldig (Adj)/scyldigian (V), sealt 2 (Adj)/sealt 1 
(N)/sealtian (V), seht 2 (Adj)/seht 1 (N)/sehtian (V), sibb 2 
(Adj)/sibbian (V), sibsum (Adj)/sibsumian (V), sigefæst 
(Adj)/sigefæstan (V), singal (Adj)/singalian (V), slǣp 1 (N)/slǣpan 
(V), sleac (Adj)/sleacian (V), slidor 1 (Adj)/slidor 2 (N), slit (N)/slītan 
(V), slīðe 1 (Adj)/slīðan (V), smeoru (N)/smierwan (V), smēðe 
(Adj)/smēðan (V), smylte 1 (Adj)/smyltan (V), sōðfæst (Adj)/sōðfæstian 
(V), spær (Adj)/sparian (V), staðol (N)/staðolian (V), stedig 
(Adj)/stedigian (V), stenc (N)/stencan (V), stēor (N)/stīeran (V), stīg 
(N)/stīgan (V), stille 1 (Adj)/stillan (V), stīð (Adj)/stīðian (V), stræc 1 
(Adj)/stræc 2 (N), strang (Adj)/strangian (V), sundful (Adj)/sundfullian 
(V), sūr (Adj)/sūrian (V), sweart (Adj)/sweartian (V), swelg 
(N)/swelgan (V), swelgend 2 (N)/swelgan (V), sweorc (N)/sweorcan 
(V), swēte 1 (Adj)/swēte 2 (N)/swētian (V)/swētan (V), swift 
(Adj)/swiftu (N), swīge 2 (Adj)/swīge 1 (N)/swīgian (V), swinc 
(N)/swincan (V), swīð (Adj)/swīðan (V)/swīðian (V), symbel 1 
(N)/symblian (V), synewealt (Adj)/synewealtian (V), tǣl (N)/tǣlan (V), 
tǣse 1 (Adj)/tæse 2 (N), tōdāl (N)/tōdǣlan (V), torht 2 (Adj)/torht 1 
(N)/torhtian (V), tōscēad (N)/tōsceadan (V), trēow 2 (N)/trēowan (V), 
twifeald (Adj)/twifealdan (V)/twifealdian (V), twiseht (Adj)/twisehtan 
(V), twisprǣc (N)/twisprecan (V), ðearfan (V)/ðearfian 1 (V), ðēode 
(N)/ðēodan (V), ðicce 1 (Adj)/ðiccian (V), ðolmōd 1 (Adj)/ðolmōd 2 
(N), ðrēat (N)/ðrēatian (V), ðrīst 1 (Adj)/ðrīstian (V), ðungen 
(Adj)/ðingan (V), ðwǣre (Adj)/ðwǣrian (V), ðwēora (N)/ðwēorian (V), 
ðynne (Adj)/ðynnian (V), unæðele (Adj)/unæðelian (V), underfangen 
(Adj)/underfōn (V), underðēod (Adj)/underðēodan (V), ungelīc 
(Adj)/ungelīcian (V), ungemete (Adj)/ungemet (N), ungerād 1 
(Adj)/ungerād 2 (N), ungescrēpe 2 (Adj)/ungescrēpe 1 (N), ungestǣse 2 
(Adj)/ungetǣse 1 (N), ungeðwære 1 (Adj)/ungeðwære 2 
(N)/ungeðwærian (V), unnyt 1 (Adj)/unnyt 2 (N), unriht 1 (Adj)/unriht 
2 (N), unseht 2 (Adj)/unseht 1 (N), unstille (Adj)/unstillan (V), untrum 
(Adj)/untrumian (V), unweorð 1 (Adj)/unweorðian (V), ūpāhafen 
(Adj)/ūpāhebban (V), wāc 1 (Adj)/wāc 2 (N)/wācian (V), wācmōd 2 
(Adj)/wācmōd 1 (N), wǣdl (N)/wǣdlian (V), wær 1 (Adj)/wæran (V), 
wæstmbǣre (Adj)/wæstmbǣrian (V), wǣt 1 (Adj)/wǣt 2 (N)/wǣte 
(N)/wǣta (N)/wǣtian (V)/wǣtan (V), weald 3 (Adj)/weald 5 (N)/weald 
2 (N)/wealdan (V)/wealdian (V), wearg 2 (Adj)/wiergan (V), wearg 2 
(Adj)/wearg 1 (N)/weargian (V), wearm (Adj)/wearmian (V), wēden-
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heort 1 (Adj)/wēdenheort 2 (N), weorc 1 (N)/wyrce (N)/wyrcan (V), 
weorð 2 (Adj)/weorð 1 (N)/weorðan (V)/weorðian (V), wērig 
(Adj)/wērigian (V), werod 2 (Adj)/werod 3 (N)/werodian (V), wēste 
(Adj)/wēstan (V), wēðe (Adj)/wēðan (V), wīd (Adj)/wīdan (V), will 3 
(N)/willan (V), wīs 1 (Adj)/wīsan (V), witt (N)/witan (V), wiðermēde 
(Adj)/wiðermēdo (N), wiðerweard (Adj)/wiðerweardian (V), wlitig 
(Adj)/wlitigian (V), wōd (Adj)/wēdan (V), wōh 1 (Adj)/wōh 2 (N), 
wræc 1 (N)/wracu (N)/wrecan (V), wynsum (Adj)/wynsumian (V), 
wyrgcwedol (Adj)/wyrgcwedolian (V), yfel 1 (Adj)/yfel 2 (N)/yfelian 
(V), yrfeweard (N)/yrfeweardian (V). 

 
-Scipe (17): dol 1 (Adj)/dol 2 (N), druncen 2 (Adj)/druncen 1 (N), edwīt 

(N)/edwītan (V), fēre (N)/fēra (N), frocoð 1 (Adj)/fracoð 2 (N), glæd 1 
(Adj)/glæd 2 (N), gōd 1 (Adj)/gōd 2 (N), hǣðen 1 (Adj)/hǣden 2 (N), 
hoga 1 (Adj)/hoga 2 (N)/hogu (N), ierre 1 (Adj)/ierre 2 (N), mæne 1 
(Adj)/mæne 2 (N), nāht 2 (Adj)/nāht 1 (N), orðanc 2 (Adj)/orðanc 1 
(N), rād 2 (Adj)/rād 4 (N), sīð 5 (N)/sīð 6 (N), sott 1 (Adj)/sott 2 (N), 
wāc 1 (Adj)/wāc 2 (N), weorð 2 (Adj)/weorð 1 (N). 

 
-T (33): ǣbylg (N)/ābylgan (V), droht 1 (N)/drohtian (V), earm 2 

(Adj)/earmian (V), feorm (N)/feormian (V), fisc (N)/fiscian (V), fūl 
(N)/fy ̅lan (V), fyllo (N)/fyllan 1 (V), gīemelēas (Adj)/gīemelēasian (V), 
gif 2 (N)/giefan (V), gīsl (N)/gīslian (V), græf 1 (N)/grafan (V), habban 
1 (V)/habban 2 (V), hǣl 3 (Adj)/hāl (Adj)/hǣlu (N)/hǣlan (V), hlēow 1 
(Adj)/hlēowan (V), hwearf 2 (N)/hwearfian (V)/hwierfan 1 
(V)/hweorfan (V), mǣre 1 (Adj)/mǣran 1 (V)/mǣrian 1 (V), myrge 1 
(Adj)/myrgan (V), rīpe (Adj)/rīp (N)/rīpan 1 (V)/rīpian (V), sǣd 
(N)/sǣdian (V), sǣl 1 (N)/sǣlan 1 (V), spiwe (N)/spiwian (V), strenge 
(Adj)/strengu (N)/strengan (V), swol (N)/swelan (V), til 1 (Adj)/til 2 
(N)/tilian 1 (V)/tilian 2 (V), traht (N)/trahtian (V), trēowe 1 (Adj)/ trē-
ow 2 (N)/trēowan (V), trum (Adj)/trumian (V), ðēow 2 (Adj)/ðēow 1 
(N)/ðēowian (V), ðinge (N)/ðingan 3 (V)/ðingian (V), unhǣlu 
(N)/unhǣlan (V), wealc (N)/wealcan (V), wef (N)/wefan (V), wīg 1 
(N)/wīgan (V)/wīgian (V), wrāð 1 (Adj)/wrǣðan (V). 
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